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1' Now, I submit that the question is no longer
whether the red man or the white man shall
occupy this Cherokee strip. The white man
already occupies it. He has been placed there
by the Indian himself in violation of the law.
The real "battle is whether the poor man seek-
ing a home, who has but a single yoke of oxen
perhaps to draw his family to the Territory,
shall have a right to go there taking with him
his family, the church, and the school-house, or
whether he shall be excluded by the rich foreign
and domestic cattle syndicates that are there in
violation of law.''

In reply to questions "Weaver stated that in
the campaign in Iowa in 1885 he had believed
that the administration had issued orders for
the removal of the cattle syndicates, and that
the orders were being honestly enforced, and
he had so declared during his canvass. Later
he learned with great regret that he was mis-
taken in his belief. He had come to "Washing-
ton immediately after the inauguration of
President Cleveland and had placed the whole
matter before him, using the very map he had
just shown to the House. The same facts and
the same map had been placed before the Secre-
tary of the Interior, to whom the occupancy of
the territory by cattle syndicates was very
objectionable and who signified his intention of
expelling them as soon as possible. As soon as